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THE SOLDIER'S POWER ASSERTS ITSELF

Waller: "The army achieves its results, but at a terrific cost.
It is ‘not really possible to annihilate the will of the indi-
vidual soldier; it is merely possible to force that private
will to express itself in some other form, which is often a

vicious one. The army technique breeds its own forms of resis-

taace. The attempt to annihilate .the individual .engenders &
particularly vicious form of individualism. The one-way Qlow
of ‘will from the superior t0 the inferior ‘generates a couhter-

will which resists authority in all its forms. The soldier tra-

"ditionally shirks his duty; he "soldiers® on the job. The use
in common speech of the words "soldiering" and "regimenting"

'is eloquent of popular recognitiocn of .these military vices. :
And *passing ‘the buck'...is widely knownas the 'old army game.'
After a time, the soldier spends his mental energy in figuring
out ways to shirk his duty; it is as natural that he should do
so as that & prisoner should iry to.escape from prison..."

In this paragraph Waller modifies his earlier statement about
- the "army annihilating the individual's will. The army controls
the individual will, as was pointed out before. But the sol- -
diers express their individuality in *soldiering" on- the job,
in refusing responsibility - soldiering is a mechanism of. op-
position to the imperialist war in an individuval manner. Sol-
diers.find means to "resist authority," not in all its forms,

but in the form'of the army orders. Soldiers are not'anti-autthV

" ritarien anarchists: Many are splendidly organized ahd disci~ .
“plined men who show their hatreéd of capitalist military autho-.
‘rity by shirking and soldiering. This is an inaividuval resis-
‘tance to war, though all lower ranks of the army resist - indi-
vidually. The war experience teaches them to resist gollective-
‘1y» Then it is not merely & question of resisting military

~ authority, but of crushing that authority, and supplanting;it"_ "

‘with a rank and file soldigr authority - & collective authori-
"ty based on selection and control of leadership by the soldier

mass. The soldier's will has. a part in selection of<;ea§ership- ' |

and direction of policy. { foe
- Significantly it is as natural to shirk military duties and
‘resist military authority, "as that a prisoner shoula try to
‘escape from prison." The ecomparison.is deserved. For the army
is' a prison, in which millions are jailed.behind camp walls, °
. obeying veritable prison regulations. The prisoners' desire to .
- escape is strong. The soldier prisconer's desire is far stonger,
-, and in addition is a formidable social force = when released.
~..This force is suppressed by the officer, but generates and
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grows within the confines of army discipline, until when sol-

‘diers ‘break the chains of discipline they create .enormous o
-explosive force. No wonder they become the revolutionary lea-

ders of millions.

WAR AND SEX, GAMBLING, DRINKING ,
Waller: "As to sex morality, anything is permitted except ho-
mosexuality. Naturally the soldiers do not expect to kKeep pro-. .
mises mede to women. The soldiert's life does not permit. either . .
privacy or fastidiousness in the sexual life; therefore he can .
yigit a prostitute and afterwards stand in line with a hundred
others while waiting for g‘prophylactic.“ S :

On his sexucl life a soldier is probably treatedeorse'thangoh'

almost any other aspect of his life. The War Lepartment physi-
cally. separates him from women. As & result he stores up sex—-

‘ual energy. When he does get a brief leave of a day or two this °

sexual energy is dissipated in the only normal way left to-the o
soldier: prostitutes. This-is, true for two principal reasons in ..
the soldier's case: the army does not give soldiers sufficient

* money to take out non-prostitutés; the army does not give sol-
“diers sufficient time in which to see other women, and- it -

frowns on marriage (see bélow). There are other reasons. But
ail dre based on the simple army separation of men from women. .

This is a severe blow t0 both sexes. One of the.chief sources

of difficulty with soldiers is this separation. The ‘army atti- -
tude when soldiers need women is to give them more ping pong . -
games, more baseball. No amount of pleys, ping pong, swimming " .
end U.S.0. forms of recreation can possibly substitute for the

natural sexual urge of soldiers. This reactionary army approach
‘'to sex is viciously inhyman. - o _ . E R

‘One of the fruits,of‘the_army_war against'ééx is perversion in

some soldiers, as frequently happens to men'in'prison“or'other4;
places whére manh are’.segregated from women. In a larger number

‘- of, soldiers there is little opportunity to get to,town and ses
.~ women of any kind. The ground -is laid-for alt~sorts of 'minor -

mental disturbances resulting from severe sexual repression. .
This is given as one of the chief causes- of the war psychoses '

.which-afflicmvhundreds_ofvthOusands~ofksoldiers,;resulbingﬁin{f
- -insanity for untold numbers during the war, and especially i

n
1ater~1if¢~after'thevwar. ;

3

. To properly appreciate sexual degeneration and its effect on
- the minds and bodies of soldiers, it is necessary to.re
" 'ly focus attention hot merely on the thousands who be
.emotionally unbalanced in :the war, but on the hund:
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thouéahdé who“sﬁffér.all the,reét-Of their lives, and_their
- chilGren who, psychologists claim, are also affected. The ra-

mifications of the mental diseases produced by the medieval
~attitude of the U.S, Army toward sex are as numberless as they

are degrading. In few other aspects of soldier life does the

" destructive character of the capitalist army system reveal it-

self 'as in the war against sex.

It is particularly important tc fully expose the army war
‘against sex for the addeda reason that such exposure .illuctrates
“the defects and evils of ‘the aruy systew as a whole to thou-
sands who would not be able to understand the army gystem. if
explainéd from any other angle. Sex -is an excellent way to be-
gin explaining the aray. : [ R

.0fficer control of the soldier's actions was so complete and
thorough that up to January 1942 weddings were permitted only
by permission of the officer (and then not at all, as soldiers
were forbidden to marry). The soldier could be punished if he
married against the officer's command, But so many married
in spite of 'War Department restrictions. that by officially
-1ifting the ban on marriage, the VWer Lepartment recognizes it.
" .had failed. The individual will of the soldipr had smashed

anotlier ariy regulation, and the war against marriage was an-
_other defeat for the drmy High Commend.

Waller writes: "0f course there- is no taboo.upon such ordinary
vices as drinkang and gambling." = ‘- . R '

There. is a taboo on drinking and gambling. The War Lepartment .

outlaws this. But though officially banned, the soldiers drink

- and gamble, mainly because THRK IS NOTHING LLSE TO DO in the
long, Greary days of army life. Soldiers stationed ' in town -

. either do not drink at all or drink very little as they are

- able to find other amusements and pleasure than drinking and

gamwbling. With their few pennies soldiers cannot purchase any-

thing because most of thew never get to a town to do so. - '

. Gembling is the natural result. aAs to drinking, as in their

- attitude toward sex, soldiers have only fleeting moments of

' pleasure and, wost important, of escape from the horror and

- brutality of their existence. It is no lie that many soldiers

~go around drunk as often'as possible to be able to forget theif  5

*troubles.

47 fSingu1érly'énough;*6n«the battleficld,. drinking and other,forMSH

f doping is not only permitted, but it is fostered, as many -
orts from the battles for Europe (and of World War I) 'indi-
.In the last war it was found that men however well >
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"'_f' ih killing find difficulty in going ovér 'the top. Drinking at .

the last minute partially, momentarily, drowns these inhibitions

It is & truism of military life that no war can be won without -
"hard drinking. The case of General Grant who could not go into..

battle without heavy drinking is illustrative of this concep-

tioh. Grant had powerful scruples against killing in any form,
- and only strong drink could dull this Human feeling. B

WHAT SOLDIERS THINK OF PRIVATE PROPERTY

" “Waller: ®*The sense of property is completely metamorphosed in -
the army. Partly this is a matter of the want of goods and the
lack of money... The ‘soldier has little respect for the proper-

"ty of others.*® co S . Co

What is meant by the "sense/of property" is difficult to under-
"~ stand, particularly since the majority of soldiers! relation
to property is one of non-ownership. The lack of goods and the '
lack of money produce two main reactions: on the one hand, pet-
ty stealing of the personal property of other soldiers and ci-— .
© viliens., Looting is an old soldier custom. The moral sense of -
" right and wrong - that is, the fear of punishment if capitalisi
“property is violated - is lost. On the other hand, the soldier:
" is receiving his essential needs from the government. He buys
-no food, clothing, or shelter. All this is furnished -him. The -
. *- government becomes not merely his employer, but his source of
© all his essential needs {in however small quantihies.)‘The R
)soldier:seesithe value . of & centralized_source.of‘distribution;j
"of the necessities, though he rapidly learns that the capite-
118t govermment uses mass distribution for a purpose far ‘re-
moved from-ooncern for the welfare and the class interests-of
the .soldier. Soldiers lose the dependence on money. -They be~
come enemies of property» They hate police who are protectors
of property..They hate the Military Police (soldiers have &
vulgarism far more expressive than this which aptly describes -
the MPs) who are defenders of property. S P
As the soldiers travel ~ and the army built for OFFENSE is. .
doing more traveling than all previous American armies - his
experience broadens, his attitude toward property develops: -
' He learns gradually - but thoroughly - that a tiny minority of
-. “the population {not his relatives, friends, and buddies) are
" making huge sums-6f money from. their property in war materials
and that his Tighting is making these investments safe for.
. them. The soldier sees that economies have developed beyond
.. netional boundaries, that the basic cause of the war fo
. “worid is-this-Gevelopuent of economy beyond netional boundsa.
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. which have failed to expand because the world is already div1dedf@

up among various expandlng economles.

- The~ soldler achieves an 1nternat10nal outlook - (in the case
of sailors.it is a well known fact that because of their wide
travelling experiencee they are probubly the most enlightened

. section of the proxetarldt) by travelllng, f1gnt1ng,'starv1ng,
~ -and tnlnklng.

The alrplane, steamshlp, tank and auto, annlhllate distance,

and show him how close and interconnectad are all countries. He
.sees the vast flow of goods from one couniry to another. He

gees the advantages of standardized products, and of standard-
Jized production; first he sees this for war materials, then for
éther goods. He meets people of various languages, and -achieves
a method of speaklng and sssociating with them. He learns there
are other peoples in ‘existence hesides Americans, that they

'feel, think, live and die. In many cases he is fighting and dy-
~ing 51de by ‘side with Negroes, Chinese, Filipinos, whom at rome~

" he would shun, 1gnore and reruse 0 be seen W1th.

 WAR IS THE GREZAT LEVELLER. Incipient Amprlcdn natlonallsm will
‘re eive 1its aeath blow in the wer.. '

In the gr.at crusades of the Mladle ‘Ages, soldlers from all
over Europe traveled to the midals East. They gained wide ex-
perience of the latest ‘technical developments in tnat reglon.
‘They brought vack. meterlals, language, cultu“e.-

In the present world struggle we see in part a dupllcatlon of

the Crusades in the form of the rapld acqu1s1tlon of worldly
experlence by tbe soldiers. _

War forces the solaler to thlnk 1nternatlonally

No one can betier appreclate the 51gn1f1cance of the. earlv re—-
volutionary slogan: "all men are brothzrs" than ‘soldiers whose
outlook has forcrbly been torn out of the narrow confines of -

nationalism and ocussed on the squerlngs of the natlons of
the world..

‘From 8 narrow contempt for property we can thus trace in the

“ goldier's mind the development to the most enlightened interna-.

“tional world attitude. It may seem peculiar to thus link-up . -
‘internationalism with the simple attitude to% rd private owher-
{shlp, but the soldier who finds he is being shot by Japanese
and Germans ana others using Amerlcan snells, guns, oil, bullet

- system itself. In this lies their faial Weahn“"“
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and who in turn is using "foreign“ 1nventions to crush other
soldiers ~ this solaler llnks up these thlngs.

THE PARALYoIS OF THb OFFICER CASTE

Waller: "Offloers are under orderS' they, too, are taught to o
believe that the man giving  the commands is alvays right. There

~is little or no flow of ideas from the bottom to the top. of the

officer ranks, and, since, one can come to the upper ranks only -

- after long service in the lower, there 1s llttle creatlveness
- ‘on any .level.Y _

The whole army is a .vast burocracy. Center of this burocracy
is the officer caste, which is paralyzed by the mechanics of
‘burocracy. The case of Generdal Billy Mitchell #ho was courd-- -
martialed for urging the xpans1on of the air force -indicates -

. how utterly impossible it is for new 1de§s to be taken up by

thé high command in time. "The spectacular example made of Ge-

- reral William Mitchell has so thoroughly succeeded in stamping
-out any traces of critical expression that the- Regular Army

has become as doeile-as the most sternly silenced totalitarian
nations." (Major Wheeler—Nlcholson, in "Battle Field of the
Republlc,' 1940, a remarkable critique of certain features of
the 1mper1a1 army of Amerlca.) General De Gaulle in France suf-

fered & silmilar eclipse. This from the standpoint of the cepi-' -

talists' own class interests. and war policy. The incompetence
and un—receptlveness to new ideas is one of the chief if not

the basic -zakness of the officer caste, and thereby of the en- -
tire army disciplinary system based on class FORCE, or social -
fear. The inability of the officer caste fo functlon in any. o
other way than that prescribed by the orthodox regulations robs -
them of initiative of maneuverability, of the advantage of sur-

. prise. When soldiers begin to settle their score with the offi-

cers they will first cowplete the paralysis of the of ficer cas~
te, so that - as in"all revolutions = it simply will crumble.
to pieces. Unable to change plans, or gresp new ideas, or to

cope with soldiers in dany other way .than by ‘brute supprcssloﬁ,

the officer caste 1is easily the central and most vulnerable s
feature of the army system. That is why it is so Jdmportant to '

. permeate it, demorallze it, break 1t up, win over some elemenh

to the revolutlon.

-Ponder wﬂj.thls phrase: "Offlcers &re una r 0ra.e rs"t T‘

_not think for themselves. They do not lead. Tirsy WATT Tocu:i
orders. They are thus robbed of initiative by the ver'_a’

rgvy and

‘1fweakness of every capltalist governgental burockacy. R
*Qincompetence, stupidlty are all the overt slﬂns_of'd
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Other observers strengthen this conclu31on. General Wavell

g\ ("Generals and ‘Generalship"” 1941) in compéring the versatility
of politicians to offlcers, makes the telling remark: "The mind.

of ‘the.soldier (he means: offlcer), who commends and obeys -
without question, is dpt to be fixed, drillsd, and attached: to
definite rules." This is entirely true, o] mnch s6 that many

5 military observers compare the officer caste to,the priestly
Casteo ) . o

-

In hattle the results- of such leadershln are disastrous. Even
the unsatisfactory results of the U.S. Army 1941 Louisiana war
maneuvers were explained by General Brees of the Arny High
Command} "In most cases the fault llCS w1th our senior offi-
cers:

They Just weren't competent leaders. If the General represent-
ing the High Command considers the senior officers - the géne~
rals and colonels - at "fault," that is, incompetent, what is

the soldier to think whose llfe is in the hands of these incom—
,petents!

A favorite expr6551on whicn 1llustrates offlcers' 1nconpetence
relates to officers! 1gnorance of the orders they sign. The
solalers say: "He'll sign anvthlng " Ana the officer doesg.

Many thlngs make offlcers and senior offlcers 1ncomnetent. o
Chief 'in Wheeler-Nicholson's opiniofi is that "The American lieu-
‘ tenunt's promotlon depended upon time and age alone. ‘

'"By keeplng on the 'good s1de’ of seniors, obeylng regulatlons,_

and avoiding the breaking of the more sericus of the Ten Com—

- mandments, he can achieve the grade of colonel without ever
havxng had a real test of h1=~f1tness to command." (Suckholelsm)

Rlslng by age and favordtism alone, a- second looie eventuallv
secures his brigadier generalcy. "he is very likely by :now to -
be-a full- fledg ¢d burocrat, ready to create more papers, forms,
and red tape. (ﬁheeler~N1cnolcon) The army burocracy has com-
pletely corrupted him, made him a creature of the burocreacy.

!',Hls mind is sterile. Final proof of the lack of officer effi-

ciency is that in the efficiency records of officers "there -
~was no place provided for recording an officer's tactical abi-

- lity as shown by handling his unit on field exercises or man-.

euvers." The test of the- officer is BATTLE, but this test is

- not applied to the Amerlcan offlcer.

Thls has led-to the phenomenon of sterlllty of -American mlll-"
;t_ry thought Says Wheeler~N1chol on:"The vaculty of the fy‘ '

o~ O '

'“As far :as capaclty is concerned the exact opp051te (of Game
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American military mind under our present methods is evidenced o
by the almost complete leck of any written contribution to ml—l.
lltary science by american army officers. Admiral Iahan has no
counterpart in the army. Our .officer corps has never produced.
any military writings such as those of the German von Clause-
witz and von der Goltz, the French Marshal Foch ‘the Brltlsh
Golonel Replngton and Colonel Henderson."

. This 1ncludes that newspaper hero General Douglas MacArthur. B
~ Among military authorities it is generally agreed that the only.
great military mind :produced in America.: — which heretofore has
‘'not been a militarist nation ~ was the Confederate General,
Stonewall Jackson; one of the greatest military. tactlclans and
masters of the basic pr1n01ples of warfare. '

Refusal of the hlgh Command t0 adopt a competitive system of _
officer: selection stems from the officer caste!'s fear that com~-
petition for promotion would:expose its incompetence. Reserve
officers are nearly all incompetent, as Wheeler-Nicholson's
analysis shows: "It is either criminal or stupid to delude the .
" American public with the idea that these Reserve off1oers...arei
a rock of strength to our national defense... Actually, the = . °
great mejority of them had had. less training then is considered: .
-necessary in the German army to make & good private soldier." ,
In practice the High Command has found the 100,000 reserve of- -
~ficers were practically a hindrance to the development of the .
~mass army of World War II. Only as a last resort did -the Wer = -
Department open the officer ranks to men who fitted rigid phy-

- sical, mental, and most important of all. SOCIAL requlrements.,

The sterillty of the tradltlon-bound High Gommand was broken
‘historically only by the rise of new social classes to power,
and the consequent rise of new leaders to represent these .
classes. The revolutionist is free from the restrictions which,
limit the leaders of this old order. So noted an authority on -
(air) warfare, William B. Ziff (in his * The .Coming Batitle For.
‘Germany," p. 256) in comparing the abilities of the Gefeanse-
minded. General Gamelin, Commander of the defeated French Army,
‘with the mllltary'achlcvements of a Trotsky, says:

L

lin's limited theories and actlons) may be true, as when &n- in
. pired dialistician like Trotsky, unepcumbered by any great .

- amount of classic military knowledge, succeéds in leading & rab
ble to Vvictory over the ‘best trained tacticians in Europe. "
‘This. is & tribute not merely.to.the ability of Trotsky but i
an 1nq1ctment of the incompetence of the capltallst Genera
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- 8taffs. The Red Army even under 3talin has shown itself super-
dor to the German General Staflf, in strategy and- tactics, and -
this despite ‘an almost fatal 1nauctoial inferiority. (The Ger-
man General Staff is the most advanced among imperialist
vqpowers) Of course, Zifft's statement is, inadvertently, a tri-

bute -also to the "rabble", which used not only military, but

also sociel wesdpons of class solidarity (frauernlsatlon) to
defeat the 1mpsr1allst armies.

" The, very best of 1mner1a11ct mllltary theoreticians admlt the
'sserlousness of the 1nab111ty of the Plgh Command to cnange.,

'fDe Gaulle .shows how imperialist army basea on conformltv to

. “tradition "1ns»1nct1vely fears anythlng that tends. to moalfy
oits. structure." . .

fThP rlgldlty ‘of the mllltary mind *is aemonstrated b fén@leton'
- Herrig: "We know thet-all professions aovelop rlgldltles."

' Partlcularly true of mllltarlsm._ . v ..
The mllitarlst subserv1cnce to. the past is ably attested to
by Alexander Severus:"There is hardlv an aspect of mlllta"y

1ife which does not display an amavlng collectlon o;'carefully
’preserved anthultles.“ .

Lluerallv dozens of examples of "caweful 1y preserved antiquit-
.,1es'can be shown. v : R

. WaTler' "The entlre routine of army ex1stence in the offlcer
. ranks-contributes to the sclerosis of .the army as’'a social
system. The routlnloatlon of life, the emphasis upon ceremony.
and appearance, upoim. externdls, the personal disorganization
of the army officer.in time of peace, the hierarchical system,
- the seniority system of promotion, the macdenlng slowness of . .
* promotion, lack of encouragement for originality and’ 1n1t1ative,
. “the freedom of wmilitary thought from vitalizing influences from
... the outsice, emphasis upon past rather than future wars, the
. .PREJUDICES OF CASTE AND CLASS unmodified by knowledge of or . .
-contact with the largér society and the changing world... con~
“tempt for the idess of civilians- - all these things conspire
s bol'uake the army oiflcer unduly conservatlve."

10f all the remarkable statements of this bourg801s wrlter,-oro-
. bably none is so loaded with erystal c¢lear analysis as this
.paragraph. Flrst he shows the cup erficiality of the officer
“cast . : : :
".Ceremony - parades, fancy dress balls.
}Appearance - peacock struttlng
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’

Externals - "uniform not the man" concept that all one
has to do is look like an officer. - -

Disorganization of officers in peacetime - only partial—'
" 1y caused by c1v§lian frownlng on nilitary. -
Hierarchicel system ~--the opposite of democrady, stereo--l
typed, incapable. of change, characteristic of -decaying burocracy*
Senlorlty system of~ promotion - by age, hot ability.

And above all these. the PRLJUDICmS OF CASTE AND GLASS refuelng .
to be influenced by the outside world. The officer is "conser-:-

vative." There is no.more conservative group in capltallst 5001";
ety than the officer caste. _

Many tlmes promlnent mllltary'wrtlers have p01nted out that fcr
example, the army medical system is far behind the latest civ~
ilian dnvelopments, as is the quartermaster, engineering, ord-.’
nance, and other -departments and services. The army system

- moves rlgldly, dogmatlcalLy mxperlment is forced on it.

The basls of the system is- POLITICS The army is ridden Wlth N
politics, being the. creature of politics. See the hue and out-
ery over retiring senile generals, fat like pigs; living in . - .
Spanish-Amerlcan war days. . kven from the standpoint of. the best.
‘interests of the capitalist class the politics of.the army pre-".

.'vents emergence of younger leadership. The senior officers of"

the Anerican Army average close to 60 years of age, compared to
‘the 46 years of the German army. In the case of the American.
high officers this long age is most remarkable because of the
sharp contrast 6C years makes with the brief JLife of a soldlert»
The polltlcs which is - the aray is based -on thc soclal fact. that'_
officers come from the upper classes. It is a ‘profound error..

‘to say officers come from the capitalist class..Thls .class - . -
never does its own fighting. Even the bourgeois revolutions .
were made by ‘other classes ~ the petty capitalists.and the lower
messes ~ and utilized by the capitalists who were: strong enough’
‘to seize.state power. It is better to say that the capitalist

.‘tlass obtalns ‘its thousands of officers from the middle clas-"

seg who wish to rise in the capitalist world, and are.there<,

- fore willing servants .of the wealthy. Who. controls the polltf g

of the country, controls the leading stratuw of the army. By ¥
lower stratum merely follows orders of the tOp. We can see b
ter now that what makes the army officer "unduly conservative®
‘is not only the army system itself, but the fact that the of-
ficers représent the class 1nterests of the ruling CONoLRJaTI
class. Waller does not emphasizé this 'central p01nt of ‘the:
system: the e¥my is a class army; the of ficers are 'ep,

vth@S of the capitalist class, the mass:offthef

the oppressed classes..
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- A study of the class origin of West Point Cadets (principal © : °
-.pource of Regular army officers) shows the overwhelming ma jo-
.'rity came from the middle class, only a bare few from the capi-
talist class. It is no lie to state that the rulers of America

‘}Ido”nOt-consider_the army a career for their sons, but consifiers

 army service socially beneath their dignity. The -aim of capi-
‘talist society is money and power. The capitalist class has
this already. The army does not give its sons money. To the

-petty bourgeois, the army gives money and an increased sense of

power, and opens the high road to more of each. Reserve offi-.
. gers also come from the middle class, as the lower classes do
. not have the money to send their sons:to college. It is wise

to bear in mind that these middle class officers have coliplete—
1y teken over the capitalist ideology, and that the middle
~class has always been the tmass" base of the government and
--chief source of officers. -~ I E o

The selection of officers in the american revolution of 1776-87
‘'was not- autocratic as it is today. Officers in many cases were-
elected by the soldiers and were responsible to them (Ganoe,
History of U.S..Army). "Washington...had the -special task of :
. making and unmeking officers. He eliminated as far as possible
~“the democratic process of selection and ELECTION and in its '
stead employed his own authority as general.' (Vogt "History
of Militarism® p. 102). The masses who supported the revolu-
tion demanded and obtained the right of election and.control
‘over officers. Later, these imsses were disarued, and their

. control over officers crushed.

’ .

In the French revolution of 1789 the new revolutionary army

- was. thoroughly democratic. .The law of 1790 provided "thet every-
one had to start at ‘the bottom and rise necessarily through

~ each -grade... The elective principle was introduceéd in the pro-
~motion of French officers and noncoms." (Vogt, -History of Mil.)
.Vogt, incidentelly, opposes the electioh of officers. :

}Wal;er: uln_sumHWe may'sayfthat the social sysﬁem'of the army“duuum'-

~-is one of dominence and subordination made bearable by social
.~ distance." e ‘ ' S - :

- It is.false-that "dominance and subordinétidn" of the soldier

. mass by the officer caste is "made BEARABLE by social distance."

he officers would like it to be that way. Their approach %0

soldiers is like the approach ‘to the untouchables-in India, or -

the negro in the South. But this does no become "hearable" to

the soldier merely because of "social distance." .Social distance -
: syq&llyxglgss distipction, class antagonism, class struggle.

“.Waller: "When the actual fighting begins, the ritual. of.the
. army undergoes rapid simplification. No longer .does the pri-
“vate ask the permission of the non-com before speaking t0.the:
‘captain. Salutes are often overlooked; the salute becomes a:
real mark of respect to officers whom the men aduire.. They.s
‘lute, the man and not the uniform. NATURAL LEADERS AFPFPEAR  AMO
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No amount of %distance" makes this bearable to the soldier. AS

Waller elsewhere points-out,-especially_in‘his conclusion, the’
individual will of  the soldier asserts itself through and des-
pite all the “dominance and subordination" efforts to drown it

out. In sum we may say that -this analysis of the social system
of the army is descriptive of the facts, but not ahalytical
of them. . B S ot , :

' - HOW WAR DESTROYS THY ARMY
HOW | ¥

Waller: "The process of levying and training a large civilian
‘ariy puts great stirain upon the aruy system. There is a short=

age of officers in both commissioned and non-commissioned

‘ranks. The army's caste system comes dangerously close to break- ... .-
ing down. In the peace<time army, the caste system works fairly — .
.well because there is in fact ‘a great social gap between offis
- cers and fen. Under war conditions this tends to be less true:"

' The wer forces the raising of & large army, the arming of many

millions of workers, their training in the use of arms. The .
large army in turn places the previously .stabilized officer=-:

Gomination-over-the—soldier relationship in a rapid state of

flux, in which the soldier is constantly beating more and, more .

strongly on the officer's hold on him. The officer caste system -
.guffers from taking fairly large numbers of elements from the

upper strata of the proletariat and the lower petty bourgeoisie
into.the officer caste. Theéese have largely forsaken their. class

for petty advancement. (Where else would the Waf]DSPartmentgget»"'

the 90,000 officers they need in this war for an ariy-of over

“five million men?) But these go with the stronger class. ‘When -

the tide changes and the proletariat.is on the move = in its
own class interests - these new officers, the 90 day wonders, . .
will possibly be of considerable use to the revolutionary sol=. -

‘diers. The raising.of an army of millions, of men fprced‘hundredb~ff

of changes in the Aumerican Army:. for exemple, saluting in town -
was abandoned, as the soldieérs ignored the officers there. The

War Department recognized theé situation by "allowing” soldiers .-
the right to saliite-or not as they saw fit.-And soldiers saw fit -

" 'not to salute. A'big breach in the officer caste system had =
. been created undéprreSSQre of .the  lower depths.. o

.
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TH® MEN, and the men are apt to pay &s much attention to them
as to their officers. Once the men have tasted blood, it is not
. easy to get . them into the training-—camp and parade-ground -state.
_of .mind again. There is more than humor .in the statement that
‘whr certainly plays hell with the army." ’ . : :

- 0n the field of battle the ceremonies, externals, and deadening .
" “slowness of the red tape (burocracy) system face the crucial
" test. And they fail. After all the long months of mentally. bea-
:ting soldiers over their heads with clubs in an attempt to make
them robot killers, the soldier raises his head ("individual
will"™ to use Waller's expression) and with one fell blow:6f his:

n‘gl*powerful wind and courageous heart, dashes:the entire capitalist

caste Bystem aside. Gone is the petty ritual of aporoaching the
.officer caste through the interwmediation of . a noncoum. Social -

‘distance is bridged; the men press more closely .on the officer,
who ‘is in a painful minority =among armed soldiers. Saluting in

‘blackouts, in fast moving situations, on fast moving trucks,
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‘the soldiers,in'eliminating the artificial, appointee "lea-

- dership" of the officer caste. : -

These natural leaders are the eguivalent of the worker Bol=

sheviks who arose in the Russian arwmy and population and led
the strugsle to overthrow Czarism. "This is contrary to the.
false impression that the Russian revolution was "spontane-
ous" and without leadership. It had NATURAL leadership

FROm Tius bebdo, (See Trotsky "History-of -Russian-Revolu- -
tion" chapter on "Who Led February Insurrection?!) The dis~-
organization of the-capitalist army is not done sportane-
ously or enarchistically, or-in a dosorganized manuner. It
is a.solid fact of class warfare that the disorganization’
of the capitalist army is accomplished in an ORGANIZED
.way, by trained and organized revolutionists, by organized
class warriorst . B -

Weller: B S - :
"At the present time, modifications of the army system are .

‘tanks, planes, in tcetical situctions = saluting is meaning- . . . - ~also being forced by ghapging_teohnqlogleg...there is nothing
. less in all these places where the hand and the eye have more - Lo _ very military in the'ousxness;of overhauling airplane 1Motors,:
, important things to do than bow and scrape end cringe before. S o © and the orthodox-mllltary'procedureshare likely to inter-
" the mester, the officer. In the American army mzneuvers of 1941 - fere with such necessary jobs. Ae the army coues to use.
o saluting in the field wes the exception. From lack of water, R : ‘more and wore machines, it @ugt d€V1§e new social t?chnlqu$$
the High Commend had to permit the men to go unshaven, often . . R . to handle men whs are technicians dnd mechanics rather than
- unwashed. Clothing was not cleaned. There were no clezners, and. . : . simple soldiers. R
 little money. In battle the situction is far worse. The state- ; -
‘ment "WAR CERTAINLY PLAYS HELL WITH THE ARMY" ie even better
expressed by the Russian Grund Duke who uduwitted he hated war
-beoigfe "Wer spoils- the armies." ("History 'of Mil.® by A. Vagts,

The incresing,mechanizaﬁion of the army calls for a majori-'
ty of highly skillefl Wworkers to work on planes, tanks, guns; .
and other instruments of war. -The War Department estimates
it requires 18 to 20 men behind the lines to keep one man in
‘the front lines equipped for battle at all times. -Civilians,
rarely appreciate that half of this number of men comes from
the ranks of army mechanics and technicians.. The "simple
soldiers" who know how to walk im formation and shoot & rif-
- le are .being replaced by the mechanics and technicians --
-skilled workers. - o - -

_ The "parade ground state of,mihd" is left far behind.once the
men hgve'partlcipated_in bloody combat, and see the foolishness
of this fgncy ritual, its..uselessness for combat purposes.

" And like a beacon stabbing its penetrating light into a black - S ' ' ‘
_‘sky, "NATURAL LEADERS APPEAR AMONG THE MEN." These leaders have . - - S el ia the - ¢ therblitskries and of |
B developed from drafted political elements of from workers whom - o T Speed, Spegd. s§e§a'—- 15;@he }aw 9f thetblltZkfle% agh S -
;l,the.war'pas;pushed;to_c}ass cpnsciousness. They have proved them- S o the ¢9t%l war S‘ Whlch Bllngrleg is & part. gle dorffg :
" selves ih battle. ihey have siown initiative, courage, intelli- ' .- dox military procedures’ militate against speed and eiriici—
' -gence, their fitness to survive and to leed. Tie men "pay as ency; they "interfere with such neceseary jobs. o
~much attention to them as to their officers." These are the men | o g
~who will'do great work in the arisy for the revolutionary move-
ent, ‘men who have risen from the ranks to positions not of R
caste-appointed leadership, but of NATURAL, lower class leader—. -
hip. No capitalist offical appoints these soldier leaders. . . -
-rise out of the soldier's struggles. And they will lead: ..

Skilled technicians are disciplined and organized by the
- process of production iQSelf;-and‘the repressive military
sdiscipline serves not-to help. production, but to hinder it. -
. Imagine airplane mechanice stopping work every few aminutes.
U~;togsalute_one.of"therhundredswofiofficera'in ariy air fiel
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‘production but aremany of them staunch union members forced -

“diere.
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These mechanics are not only organized and disciplined by
into the army, used to a higher standard of living, and ‘the
rights of' labor. On-their shoulders-rests much of the bur-
den of disorganizing the old imperialist army and building

‘the new revolutionary army.

A decisive aspect‘cf the change\ih'military'pfocéauré forced

. by changing technology is:

Thé mechanics and other skilled workers are all of them
well trained, intelligent. They know their planes, tanks,:
guns better than any officers. The saluting and other. sub-

.- servient forms of disciplinary domination in past armies
.~ were based on the officerts mental, social SUPERIORITY over

the soldier.  Today the soldier knows -far more. than the offie
cer about the instruments of war, because the officers have
been largely divorced from the process of production, fepair -
and handling of machines, and retains the supervisory func-’
tion. The attitude towarc the officer who is not superior in
knowledge, -is thereby changed from the beginning. ."The amer-.
ican soldier's...wonder at the less capable of the 190 day
wonders is equalled only by his whole-souled contempt for an
officer whose brains and ability do not match the marks of .

“rank upon his shoulders." (Wheeler—~Nicholson) Soldiers look

upon officers in such cases as panty-waists rich-bitch sons
out to make a name for themselves over the soldier's dead

body, and in the process escape the horror existence which ..
going into the ranks ‘entails. Respect for officers ignorant

of technology is in the nature of the American worker excluded.

‘an‘suoh'stupid officers lead skilled workers? -No.- This :
links with the point that many fundtions of the army ~-- over-

‘Hauling eirplane motors, fixing tanks, repairing trucks and

guns;ecould be done faster, better, more economically by
industry. The new revolutionary army, based on the produc-

tive unit,;wil}:utilize this conception.  Significantly
- emong unskilled workers in-line organizations of. the army,

the old time army discipliné of mental brow-beating is as
strong as ever, always’stronger than among the skilled sol-

1

. "His gmodernvinfantfyman) life is practically filled with
- fetching and carrying heavy loads, and with performing hed

labor of one sort or another whilst actual fighting belongs.

4,t01the;rarer happenings in his much plagued existence. How- -
.ever, just because .the activity of the modern infantryman S
n war time is taking on more and more the character of Worklf]

the'§0lii§p;i$ inc1iped to compare his lot as a worker at:

"War produces on t
" the mores, " says Waller. .
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home, ana to-find similarities which officers are ugually

"anxious to ignore."'  (Warfare, by Ludwig Renn). Most sol-

diers labor with their hands. " The armyiisvalso a huge lapqr

. force, on a concentration camp basis.

i

The U.S. Army knows only one way to handle ALL soldiers,
skilled end unskilled: -smash their wills into one mold by

 punishment. This will not work with american workere. The

High Commend's ‘inability -to handle masses in any but the to-

" talitarian way is its own doom. The Germen General Stgff
faced with the same problem scrapped the old Prussian dis-

ciplihe's worst features, as W-N pointed out before. For
example,; the Germsns allow all privates to salute one an-
other, an extension into the Army of the incessant Heil Hit~

.ler salute of both civilians and soldiers, part of the dei~
- fication of Hitler. ( see page 10) - ' : ‘

The U.S. Army with its systéﬁ,of grades and ratings to keep
soldiers divided up and competing among themselves has at- .
tempted to meet the proplem of keeping the more skilled sol-

diers in line, with their latest technician ratings. Under

the old army (pre-1942) System.of'gradeS'and,ratfngs,;gener-'E
ally the.skilled soldier did a skilled job, and haa ho author-

ity over men, though this was not 100 clear a proposition.

Under the system of 6 classes of specialisis, a specialist

" first class made more money than a corporal and as much moh-
ey as a sergeant, but had no authority, whereas "the corporal

and sergeant had. This discrepancy is now eliminated. " Under-
the new ."simplified" .ratings (only three grades of Technici~
ans instead of six classes of specialists) the technician -
ranks below the noncommissioned officer receiving the seme
pay of that grade, e.g. & Technician Third Class, receives
the same. pay of that of a Staff Sergeant. The otaff Serge-

_ant has disciplinary authority. The Technician has no such-‘”

authority. The War Department has removed the technician
from any close connection with disciplinary functions of non-
commissioned officers, and has restricted them to the highly

“skilled jobs. In other words, it has reduced their function

to one of skilled labor, ana thus has attempted to lighted-
the discipline .over them. This sounds complicated, and it

© _is on paper, and'even more so in life. The War Department
- will never solve this problem. _ :

revolution beoadse it'weakens~thé-influenqe_of } 

‘In-plain,English_“mores".meané'a combination of ‘moral stan-
iy

s, customs, traditions. - Since we are living in:Caﬁitalﬁ;5

ist society the "mores" are capitalist mores--not those of
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' the oppressed masses. The mores are weakened by war. because

< ‘war is the most violent form of scrapped for thou Must kill. .

'Similarly with all the eternal truths of capitalism. Huwan

. ‘decency so believed and beloved of bourgeois apologists .is .

““'perapped. In-the army and in civilian life, crimes sgainst.
property multiply. Tae mores' chisi use was. in-bringing s0-

‘¥;Cial,pr685ure to bear on the vnderprivileged to make them re-
" 'gpect property. -War unloosses this grip of the mores on the

“minds of the mass.  Moral standards in re sex are considera-

. bly looser for a larger section of the population, whereas

~ before- the war a degree of moral looseness was permitted on-
1y the very wealthy.. lMoney could counteract the pressure,

of the capitalist mores. Soldiers are more blunt and out-

spoken in their manner towards women, &s women -of necessity .

© are towards soldiers. - The war creates a contempt for humen

. 1ife in many at first, and later, a deep respect for this most

. precious heritage of nature.

. Looking at the mores from the revolutionary point of view, .

'fguwe'conclwde that the weakening of the capitalist mores is -

~’in actuality a weakening of capitalist control of the minds
‘of the mass of the population, including the soldiers. The

0ld method of ruling our braine and thereby our bodies no
longer. functions properly. And we, in turn, will not stand
~for the old .symbols which so vividly express the bankruptcy
“of the moral ideals of decadent exploititive society, like
~ "war to end war", "save-the world for democracy," and sim-
~ilar tripe. , SR ‘ - L :

Waller: = .S |
o Miar produces widsspread poverty, which acts as a ‘solvent
. of all existing institutions.. 'The object of economic war-

. fare is to starve the enemy into submission. Its basic

ﬁicondeption-is that if a man is hungry cnough, and his wife.
_and ¢hildren are hungry, he will revolt...When that securi-
..ty is gone, he becomes dangerous %o the established_order.ﬁ

. The.British blockade is desighed_to sﬁarﬁe Germany -into sub-
‘mission. The Germah .submarine warfare aims to starve Bri--

¥s[tain.f Thus are =ll the achisvements of clvilization util;_‘"~"‘

ized to starve millions .and subject them to imperial mas-

ol . . . . I3 - .

“ters. No oppressecd class in history has not fought starva-
“¢ion.. But it is a grosg. error to-think.starvation alone - will
%d:ive*a,man.to‘revplp,'andaa historical calamity to imagine -
successful revolutions can arise from stervation alone.

‘Starvation will maeke men foes of “all;existing-institutions“">

ompare to.the concluding-words of the Communist Manifesto:

rthrow .of all existing.sociul insxipupionsgﬁ_qﬁ;ﬁhe,ﬂ'*
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" ‘pourgeoisie, which is more the point as the starving man is
certainly not opposed to his union or political party which
. defends him.) Starvation is needed to make men fight. Many

Kuropean peoples are starving today.. Yet there is no wide-
- spread movement of open war agaiﬁst Hitlerism-by-thém.

. Men have to .see that an 6ppof£unitY-exists to WIN their fight,

and to have created an organizationel apparatius to lead their-

fight.and point out the way to win. This exilsts when they see

the government has been weakened, and can no/longer hold them
“in check. There is little doubt that the Biropean peoples know .

‘their governments cannot feed them, but solong as these govern-
. ments have atomised the proletariat by crushing its orgeniza--

tions, and maintain and extend a monstrous police system, up-
‘rising is still not on the order of the day. When these govern—
ments become weakened at the front by defeat in the war, at home
by the pressure of the workers for bread and the peasants for
'land--the way opens before the great lower massSes. o

'Though starvation alohne will not brihg abcut a successgful rev-
‘olution, it is a compelling historical fact that every star-

- ving class comprising the majority of the population HAS”CRE4 

ATeD TiHE CLASS ORGANIZATION which alone has successfullmvléd
previous struggles to overthrow exploiting;axggems_of,soCie—.
"ty! and out of the starving millions of, the capitalist world
another organization will be created by the mighty hands of.
the toiling masses to lead their. struggle. - ' -

Waller: ’ L - e . _ L
"jar exacerbates all existing social struggles. - It beginsg, of

_ course, by having just the opposite effect, by. producing &
- heightened sénse of social solidarity. But a ldng war ends

by producing great embittering of class relations, by setting
the...rich and the...poor &t one another's throats." . -

_ . o . = : - : B I
Thus far we have shown in conjunction with Waller how the
class struggle continues in the arwy. Now we are come to

civilian population begins to riseand turn’'in favor ofthe lo-
wer masses. 1In his entire passage on how war produces revolu--
proaches the central core.of thé concept of the. .

revolutionary situation and the strategy of revolutionary @de- : -

~the point where-this class struggle in the army .and in the

. featism. His most estimable virtue is that he can 'see some of
f”zhe~important ramifications of this world problém. - His sharp

‘vision.is shown by.the statement -that ‘war produces a superfi-
cial national unity at first--"social solidarity?. .In this- .=
period the class struggle is subilerged by government repres-

gion and. connivance with the false labor leaders, succeedi
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" petween them in bottling up the expanding power of the mass.
" 'In the army there are no-falSe~1abor“leaders as. there are no -
~unions. .This]period“is~supplanted by & fresh outbreak of
tremendous organized class strupgles, "great embittering of
class relations," in which the struggle becomes & showuown .
FOR TiE WaR or FOR. THE REVOLUTION--who cshall rule becomes the
~ question: The relentless pressuré of the war day after horri-
';‘ble’day~"exacerbates-all existing social struggles." The

" ewift rise in the cost of living, the overpowering increase
in income and other taxes, the inflation of currency and its
consequent lowering of the real wages of labor, the longer
 hours of labor, the cutting of production of consumer goods,-

the denial of civil liberty {workers® rights), and the visible
destruction of sons, friends, and wealth--all combine to umake

worse class relations. The "remember Pearl Harbor' enthusiasm
‘wears off as rapldly as it was assumed, and the day to-day. -

‘dreary struggle to maintain one's head above water against the -

continuous encroachments of the cepitalist governiment gradual-

1y assumes the ascendency in everyone's mind again—ethe”struggf,

le tekes to the streets. -
War exacerbates all existing social struggles.

War is the coéncentrated essence of capitalist carnage, ram-

" pant throughout the planet. War becomes the Frankenstein
Which will destroy capitalism its creator .for modern times--
unless the human instruments of war can halt the holocaust - '
before the destruction has gone so far as to be irreparable.
When one considers that the_totql'government-expenditure'of

~the U.S. for 163 years from its birth in 1776 to 1939 the
beginning of the war in Burope, was approxiumately 195 billion

dollars, end that already the U.S. governaent has alloted for
war OVER 240 billion dollars wORE THAN 10 TIMES 4S5 MUCH AS THE

u','18 BILLIONS alloted for World War I, ana comprising two-thirds--

" of the total wealth of the richest country in the world--the
~end-is not hard to see. It is; VFascism or revolutionl -

' CLASS HATRED ENGULFS' THE ARMY |
 ’Waller{' o . o L L
;:"The‘irqn_repression.of war. creates rebellion. Waging a war
_»Involves;greatfregimentation~of the lives of the people... .

‘this regimentation 1in the army, creates rebellion and a cor- .
rosive individualism. The greater_the'sacrifices demanded of

e ‘aspect of rebellioen; this rebellion also involves a .
ge kind of solidarity, the SOLIDARITY OF THE OPPRESSED. -

_the army knows of no other way to kcep.-

he nation, the greater must be the regimentation andfthe’acf;,f 
: anying rebellion. = The individualism...of shirking is on-. -
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v 53]rqpressivé measures increase, they.tend to lose their ef-"
fect and must become ever harsher. Propegande also loses its
effecst, and: the people become unified in a leesderless, aimless -

‘cppesition to the existing regime. . This as the soil in which
revolutionary movements grow." o ’ R

Nomhere does the dialectic better'express.ifself-tnan in the

. amazing transformation of regimentation into corrosive indivi~ -

dualism, of ropresaicn into rebellicn, of war into revolution.-
Regression greehes reoellion! The ucre repression the more
vioient %he retvellion. The wmore hardened the'people'bgcome;
Tro mors *the repression must he inzreased to kéep the mass . .
down. - Until the U.S. will have caught ub to Nazi Germany-- '
and Tar surpassed her in repressive wechnique. . ' '

Before. . our eyes Walleris sketching the steady development of.

the breakdown of a whole society, the developuent of the class.
coasciousness: of the mass, and -its expression .in their class
policy:--revolutionary defeatism. S o

Regimentation wears off. Propagands loses its effect. "Re-
memover Pearl Harbor" is another lost illusion, crumpled to
bits as all false capitalist slogans lose their force despite -

(and this case, because of) ceascless repetition. When the

soldiers begin to break the army domination over their wills,:

copﬁinueuand incréase the repressive technigue, which has .
feiled to keep soldiers down. This is a fatal policy. For.

 as the clase gtruggle grows, the repression.grows,,the,reSiSr}

tance of the mass grows--aiD THE FURY OF THE MaSS AGAINST THE
CAPITALIST GOVERNWLNT RISHES -TO NEW HEIGHTS. - . Lo

®This is the soil in Whichmrevolutionary'movéments grow."

:;This is the world today, on the brink of the greatest uphea-

val of world;history:"the’revolution’against the vampire ec- -
onomy of capitalism, against the'wduld—be‘WOflg»totalitarian';-f.

- states, against-the wdr.

. A4 new world-wide phencumenon arises{.-ﬂTHE'SOLIDARITYAOF‘TﬁE"

O?PRESSEP:“vtge-worldfs;suffering oppressed, united by repres=.
sion, united by regimentation,nunited—in’theirﬁpitiful-degraé

. dation, united by their class hatred. for the.governdents driv-

ing them to kill their oppressed brothers, PUNIFIED IN A o

' LEADSRLESS, aluLaSS OPPOSITION TO. THE BAISTING RuGILuE." The -
~solidarity ofvthe;oppresseduincreases.as,mhe=destruCtivé.da (!
of the war grow heavier, bloodier,: longer. The "L rless,

them in line then to;gz, :v
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'°svaunless opp051t10n" finds its leaders (NATURAL leaders) finds

“its aim, organizes its. opposition, raises 1ts giant hands to
throttle the ex1st1ng social order.

"ThlS is the s01l in -which revolutionary movements grOWa

To paraphrase the words of the novelist--"You Plan the wars:
you masters of men. Plan the wars and point the ways And we
. will point the guni"--("Johnny Got His Gun," powerful anti-
“war novel by Dalton Trumbo.) War creates revolution. Or to
~peraphrase this’ priceless phrase .of ‘Trumbo's.: : ‘

o You teach us to march. . We will know WHERE to march.»

You teach us-’ “to be brutal., We will know to whom to be BRUTAL.V
You train us to kill. We Wlll not kill our class brothers.

- We will be hard. We w1ll be brutal. lie will flght...not our’
drafted brothers on the other side of 'a line you established,
but you, you who would seek power over the earth, who would -
control it and us, You will reap the wild wind of class ha-
‘tred which you:have stirred up to the b01ling_p01nt.. :

Solidarity of the’ opplessed——class solidarity—-is the first -
mass phase of class consciousness. In economic struggles it

-~ is expressed in fraternization ~~'SOlldarl4X of the oppressed
,_soldiers on both 51des of the war!

'Fraternization is .as old as. exp101tauion. It may take place

~between soldiers of oppos1ng armies or between soldiers and
workers. 4s a form of class solidarity it is one of the chief

. social weapons of themass to 1nf11trate and paralyze the armed
“;forces. ‘ o B

Vagt shows how in the French revolution the klng's guards
-turmed against him, joined the people, helped storm the Bas-
tille. M"Thus even the klits Guards were no more immune  to
currents of thought running through society than were other
reglments." Vagt . shows how one feudal lord deemed it neces-.
sary "to confine scldiers closely, that is, protect them a-
. gainst thought in order to have in pressing cases the children
- 'of ‘the canaille to use on the canaille. But these hopes were
-‘disappointed; the two kinds of canaille fraternized." Class
-jsolidarity was stronger than all the influence and training
and ‘social bridery of feudalism. This .proves in passing that

fhistorically fraternization was a practice of ‘the exploited mass'

:long before ‘Lenin developed it in the strategy of revolution-

“y_defeatism. Many of the tactics of revolutionary. defeatism
re as old as the bourgeois revolution. (See Vagts History :

'
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F?of Mili. p. 116) Fraternization was widespread in the’ Russo-
Japanese war of 1904-5 (see "Tsushina") It is still a stir-

ring memory of international class solidarity to recall how'

‘Plekhanov representing Russian workers and Katayama repres-
-enting Japanese workers rose at the congress of -the 2nd Inter-

national in the very midst of the war, and shook hands, pledg-

. ing the solidarzty of workers in both countries.'

DEVELOPMENT of the REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION

: Waller' '
"War creates social chaos, under cover of which revolutionary

movements- can form and gain headway. . War dislocates whole
populations, creates millions 6f refugees, takes millions of
individuals out of. the communities where they are known, dig-
organizes all 1nst1tut10nal routines. If there is a nucleus
of revolution anywhere in the population, it now has an oppor-
tunity to gather other’ elements to it and organize for action."

-

'War in creating "SOClal chaos" tears the mass of the popula~

tion out of their accustomed routine, upsets the entire old

‘systém of organization of their lives., The mass can no lon-
‘ger live in the old way,. as the old way of life is uprooted

by dislocation of whole populations, millions of refugees,

disorganization .of all institutiondl routines. This latter

means that the various institutions by which governments. .
maintain their control over. the population have lost their

. --influence. . The" government and the ruling class .it represents
-can no longer rule in the old way, just as the mass can no

longer live in the old way. In the .struggles of the classes

_neither the rulers nor the ruled can go on in the old way.

- The clash’ between’ the government no longer able to rule as

before, and the mass no longer able to live as before, is.

~ the climax of all the gigantic changes wrought by the econ-

lec breakdown of the War.

_‘This heightened stage of class war, or relations of classes

in war, is known in revolutionary literature as the "revol-

'utionary situation. : o ~—\

To this revolutionary 31tuat10n one element is needed to con*'
summate these changes with the final change to. revolution..

-1 "nucleus of revolution." This is the revolutiondry party.
Its opportunity exists in the aisorganization of ‘all 1nstitu—.

:g;tional routines and thé mass discontent with ‘the government
‘the war, and the,entire old way of life.




INTERNATIONAL ﬁEfWSfy . eacmaz

“WIt nom has an opportunity to gather elements to 1t and
ORGANIZE FOR ACTION.".

~This adtlon will be,dlrected at shatterlng the 1mper1a11st
war,--gtopping the imperialist war and’ the-slaughter of the

~oppressed on both sides--and transformlng the war into its-

- opposite: a war against the imperialists by the mass on both
‘sides of the lines, a RuVOLUTIONARY WaR directed at seizing

. state power by shattering the capltallst state, and gaining
,control of 1ndustry. o

This nucleus of revolutlon Wlll not ex1st "anywhere in- the
‘population," but primerily in the working class--the main
-oppressed elass—-although it will have extensive connections
with every strata of the population from tdp to bottom, with
the farmers, will have penetrated the -arny officer systen,
‘the government civil service, to d1=rupt 'it, to d1sorganlze,'
to ,win over recruits to help "orpanlze for actlon.“




